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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAMASCUS 7703 

FOR D/HA, SCA, NEA, L, IO, H 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PINTS, PORG 

SUB J : ACCESS TO DETAINED AMERICAN CITIZENS 
REF: STATE 269864 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS ALREADY AWARE FROM ARREST CASES REPORTED, 
MOST RECENTLY CASE OF ROGER MARION GIBBONS, THAT SYRIAN 
AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT ALWAYS NOTIFIED EMBASSY PROMPTLY OF 
THE DETENTION OF U.S. CITIZENS AND ALLOWED PROMPT 
CONSULAR ACCESS AFTER NOTIFICATION. AS OPPORTUNITIES HAVE 
ARISEN, EMBASSY HAS POINTED OUT TO SYRIAN AUTHORITIES PROMPT 
NOTIFICATION AND CONSULAR ACCESS IS ESSENTIAL AND NORMAL 
INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATION AND ASPECT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

PROBLEM STEMS IN PART FROM ABSENCE 
OF CONSULAR TREATY 

BETWEEN SYRIA AND U.S. (SYRIAN OFFICIALS ARE RELUCTANT 
IN PRACTICE TO RECOGNIZE VALIDITY OF OLD US-FRENCH TREATY) 
AND FACT SYRIA IS NOT SIGNATORY TO VIENNA CONSULAR 
CONVENTION. 

2. MOST RECENTLY, SCA ADMINISTRATOR WALENTYNOWICZ 
DURING VISIT TO SYRIA DISCUSSED ABOVE QUESTION WITH 
DEPUTY FONMIN. LATTER WAS RECEPTIVE TO PASSING ON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND CONSULAR ACCESS. MEETING WAS FOLLOWED UP WITH 
AIDE MEMOIRE. 

3. ANY QUIDANCE DEPARTMENT COULD SUPPLY ON POSSIBILITY 
OF NEGOTIATING BILATERAL CONSULAR TREATY OR HOW SYRIAN 
ADHERENCE TO VIENNA CONVENTION MIGHT BE ENCOURAGED WOULD 
BE APPRECIATED. 

PELLETREAU 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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